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Claim Amendments 

1. (original) An apparatus, comprising: 

one or more support members that are alignable substantially along directions that are 
identifiable through reference to mutually perpendicular x, y, and z axes; 

wherein the one or more support members comprise first, second, third, and fourth 
support members that are connectable: 

upon alignment of the first support member substantially in parallel with 
the y axis; 

upon alignment of the second support member substantially in parallel 
with the y axis approximately at a z offset with respect to the z axis; 

upon alignment of the third support member substantially in parallel with 
the z axis approximately at an x offset with respect to the x axis; 

upon alignment of the fourth support member substantially in parallel with 
the z axis approximately at both the x offset and a y offset with respect to the y 
axis. 

2. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more support members 
comprise a freestanding frame. 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first, second, third, and fourth 
support members serve to support one or more items. 
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4. (original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein one or more of the first, second, third, 
and fourth support members serve to abut a base to support the one or more items in any one 
orientation of a plurality of available orientations with respect to the base. 

5. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more support members 
comprise fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth support members; 

wherein the fifth support member is connected with the first support member and the 
third support member; 

wherein the sixth support member is connected with the first support member and the 
fourth support member; 

wherein the seventh support member is connected with the second support member and 
the third support member; 

wherein the eighth support member is connected with the second support member and the 
fourth support member. 
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6. (original) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the first support member comprises a 
first end and a second end, wherein the second support member comprises a first end and a 
second end, wherein the third support member comprises a first end and a second end, wherein 
the fourth support member comprises a first end and a second end; 

wherein the fifth support member is connected with the first end of the first support 
member and the first end of the third support member; 

wherein the sixth support member is connected with the second end of the first support 
member and the first end of the fourth support member; 

wherein the seventh support member is connected with the first end of the second support 
member and the second end of the third support member; 

wherein the eighth support member is connected with the second end of the second 
support member and the second end of the fourth support member. 

7. (original) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the fifth support member is aligned 
substantially in parallel with the x axis; 

wherein the sixth support member is aligned substantially in parallel with the x axis 
approximately at the y offset; 

wherein the seventh support member is aligned substantially in parallel with the x axis 
approximately at the z offset; 

wherein the eighth support member is aligned substantially in parallel with the x axis 
approximately at both the y offset and the z offset. 
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8. (original) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the one or more support members 
comprise ninth and tenth support members; 

wherein the ninth support member is aligned substantially in parallel with the y axis 
approximately at the x offset; 

wherein the tenth support member is aligned substantially in parallel with the y axis 
approximately at both the x offset and the z offset; 

wherein the ninth support member is connected with one or more of the fifth support 
member, the sixth support member, the first end of the third support member, and the first end of 
the fourth support member; 

wherein the tenth support member is connected with one or more of the seventh support 
member, the eighth support member, the second end of the third support member, and the second 
end of the fourth support member. 

9- (original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein one or more of the first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth support members serve to support one or 
more items; 

wherein the ninth and tenth support members abut the one or more items. 

10. (original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein two or more of the first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth support members comprise one or more 
integrated components. 

11. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth support members comprise an integrated component. 



Jun 01 2005 2:36PM Patti & Brill, LLC 312-346-2810 p # 7 

6 200208528-1 

12. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first, fifth, and sixth support 
members comprise a first integrated component; 

wherein the second, seventh, and eighth support members comprise a second integrated 
component; 

wherein the first integrated component is connected with the second integrated 
component through employment of the third and fourth support members and one or more 
connector components. 

13. (original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein a support member of the one or more 
support members comprises one or more sub-members and one or more connector components; 

wherein the one or more connector components serve to connect the one or more sub- 
members. 

14. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the one or more connector components 
comprise first one or more connector components; 

wherein the one or more support members, the first one or more connector components, 
and second one or more connector components comprise an integrated component. 
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15. (original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the third support member comprises a 
first sub-member, a second sub-member, and one or more connector components; 

wherein the fourth support member comprises a first sub-member, a second sub-member, 
and one or more connector components; 

wherein the first support member, the first sub-member of the third support member, the 
first sub-member of the fourth support member, the fifth support member, and the sixth support 
member comprise a first integrated component; 

wherein the second support member, the second sub-member of the third support 
member, the second sub-member of the fourth support member, the seventh support member, 
and the eighth support member comprise a second integrated component; 

wherein the one or more connector components of the third support member and the one 
or more connector components of the fourth support member serve to connect the first integrated 
component with the second integrated component. 

16. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the one or more support 
members comprise first one or more support members, the apparatus further comprising: 

second one or more support members that are cqnnectable; 

wherein the first one or more support members and the second one or more support 
members are stackable in a freestanding arrangement 
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17, (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the second one or more support 
members are alignable substantially along the directions that are identifiable through reference to 
the mutually perpendicular x, y, and z axes; 

wherein the x offset with respect to the x axis comprises a first x offset; 
wherein the second one or more support members comprise eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, 
fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth support 
members that are cotmectable: 

upon alignment of the eleventh support member substantially in parallel 
with the y axis approximately at a second x offset with respect to the x axis; 

upon alignment of the twelfth support member substantially in parallel 
with the y axis approximately at both the z offset and the second x offset; 

upon alignment of the thirteenth support member substantially in parallel 
with the z axis approximately at a third x offset that comprises a combination of 
the first x offset and the second x offset; 

upon alignment of the fourteenth support member substantially in parallel 
with the z axis approximately at both the third x offset and the y offset; 

upon alignment of the fifteenth support member substantially in parallel 
with the x axis approximately at the second x offset; 

upon alignment of the sixteenth support member substantially in parallel 
with the x axis approximately at both the second x offset and the y offset; 

upon alignment of the seventeenth support member substantially in 
parallel with the x axis approximately at both the second x offset and the z offset; 
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upon alignment of the eighteenth support member substantially in parallel 
with the x axis approximately at the second x offset, the y offset, and the z offset; 

upon alignment of the nineteenth support member substantially in parallel 
with the y axis approximately at the second x offset; 

upon alignment of the twentieth support member substantially in parallel 
with the y axis approximately at both the second x offset and the z offset; 
wherein the ninth support member abuts the eleventh support member, wherein the tenth 
support member abuts the twelfth support member. 

18. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising: 
one or more connector components; 

wherein the one or more connector components serve to connect the first one or more 
support members and the second one or more support members to support the freestanding 
arrangement. 

19. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more support members 
contemporaneously abut one or more first portions of the item and promote and expose one or 
more second portions of the item to a free flow of air about a perimeter of the item. 

20. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more support members 
comprise a material and shape that promote an increase in ease of mobility of the item by a user. 

21. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein one or more of the one or more support 
members comprise one or more tubular structures. 
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22. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first and second support members 
comprise a substantially same length; 

wherein the third and fourth support members comprise a substantially same length; 

wherein a ratio of length of the first and second support members to the length of the 
third and fourth support members comprises a ratio to support an item that complies with an 
Electronic Industries Alliance ("EIA") RS-310 standard. 
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23. (withdrawn) An apparatus, an item that comprises a first major face and a 
second major face that are aligned substantially in parallel, the apparatus comprising: 

means for supporting the first major face of the item along a first general direction; 

means for supporting the second major face of the item along a second general direction, 
wherein the first general direction and the second general direction comprise substantially 
orthogonal directions. 

24. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 

means for facilitating a change by a user from a first orientation of a plurality of available 
orientations to any second orientation of the plurality of available orientations. 

25. (withdrawn) A method, an item that comprises a first major face and a second 
major face that are aligned substantially in parallel, the method comprising the step of: 

assembling one or more support members into a freestanding frame that supports the first 
major face of the item along a first general direction and the second major face of the item along 
a second general direction, wherein the first general direction and the second general direction 
comprise substantially orthogonal directions. 
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26. (withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of assembling the one or 
more support members into the freestanding frame that supports the first major face of the item 
along the first general direction and the second major face of the item along the second general 
direction comprises the step of: 

connecting the one or more support members through employment of one or more 
connector components; 

connecting the item to one or more of the one or more support members. 

27. (withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein the item comprises a first item, a 
second item that comprises a first major face and a second major face that are substantially 
parallel, the method further comprising the step of: 

supporting a second freestanding frame for the second item in a stacked freestanding 
arrangement with a freestanding frame for the first item. 

28. (withdrawn) A method, an item that comprises a first major face and a second 
major face that are aligned substantially in parallel, the method comprising the steps of: 

supporting the first major face of the item along a first general direction; 

supporting the second major face of the item along a second general direction, wherein 
the first general direction and the second general direction comprise substantially orthogonal 
directions. 
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